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Governor and First Lady Northam Recognize Long 

Serving State Employees in Virtual Event 

~ Includes 158 Hampton Roads and Northern Virginia employees with at least                      

40 years of service~ 

RICHMOND — Governor Ralph Northam and First Lady Pamela Northam recognized 158 

state employees in the Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads regions with 40 or more years of 

message in order to protect their health and safety during the coronavirus pandemic. This is the 

third time that long serving state employees from across Virginia have been honored for years of 

service during the Northam administration. 

“Our state employees work hard every day to benefit Virginia residents, and this administration 

is proud to honor employees who have shown their commitment to state service over many 

years,” said Governor’s Chief of Staff Clark Mercer. “I especially want to acknowledge their 

efforts in this year of unprecedented challenges for our state and nation.” 

In a video message, the Governor and First Lady virtually presented specially-designed 

medallions to 3 employees with 55 or more years of service, 4 employees with 50 or more years 

of service, 41 employees with service of 45 years, and 110 employees who have served the state 

for 40 years. Prior to the virtual recognition, all of the employees received a mailed package that 

included a custom medallion with blue ribbons engraved with their names and years of dedicated 

service. The years of service dictated the color of the medallion —red for 40 years, blue for 45 

years, and white for those with 50 or more years with the Commonwealth. Employees with 55 or 

more years of service also received a Governor’s challenge coin in the packet. 

In-person events were held in Richmond and Abingdon during 2019 to honor long serving 

employees in the central and southwest regions of Virginia. 
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service to the Commonwealth. Rather than an in-person gathering, the honorees received a virtual 
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